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THE  AHNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLE 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AflBLE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, — 

The  5’’ear  1913  was  of  a very  open  character.  Although  a 
high  temperature  was  seldom  reached,  yet  the  summer  was 
sunny  and  dry  and  the  winter  exception  all}'  mild  up  to  Christmas. 

As  a result,  and  in  comparison  with  the  wet  summer  of 
the  previous  year,  it  would  naturally  be  expected  that  the 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  community  would  be  commensurate. 
Unfortunately  this  is  not  borne  out  by  the  statistics  of  the 
year.  There  was  an  increased  morbidity  throughout  the  year 
■^uth  very  little  remission  during  the  summer  months,  producing 
a death  rate  which  was  a little  higher  than  that  of  1912,  As  in 
premous  years  most  deaths  occurred  in  the  periods  of  life  under 
5 years  and  over  65  years,  55.88  of  the  total  number. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Amble  is  a seaport  town  built  in  the  angle  between  the 
estuary  of  the  river  Coquet  and  the  North  Sea.  The  district  is 
flat  and  low-lying  and  has  few  trees.  It  is  therefore  very  much 
exposed  especiall}'  to  easterly  winds.  The  town  is  substantially 
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built  of  stone  from  local  quarries.  At  the  census  of  1911,  the 
population  was  4,883,  since  then  it  has  increased  slightljq  and 
its  present  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  I9r3  is  5,000. 
Most  ot  the  workers  are  employed  as  miners  at  the  collieries  of 
Newburgh  and  Broomhill,  which  are  distant  and  3 miles 
respectively  from  Amble.  There  are  a few  fishermen. 


Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  total  amount  of  outdoor  relief  expended  in  the  Urban 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1913,  was  ^260  18  8. 


Birth  Rate. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  146 — 
71  boys,  and  75  girls — an  increase  of  4 over  the  previous  year. 
This  gives  a birth  rate  of  29.2  per  1,000.  Of  these  births  8 were 
illegitimate,  an  increase  of  5 over  1912,  and  5 4 per  cent  of  the 
births  registered. 

Mortality. 


During  the  year  60  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Urban 
area.  Transferable  deaths  (inward),  viz  : — deaths  of  residents 
which  occurred  in  other  administrative  areas  and  which  were 
transferred  to  Amble  numbered  8.  There  were  no  outward 
transferable  deaths.  The  total  net  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district  were  therefore  68. 

They  occurred  throughout  the  year  as  follows 

January ii  May 7 September 7 

February 6 June  3 October 6 

March  4 July 5 November 6 

April  6 August .3  December 4 

Of  these  deaths  39  were  of  males  and  29  of  females.  The 
death  rate,  corrected  for  differences  of  sex  and  age  constitution, 
was  13.33  P®’'  1,000.  If  3 deaths  due  to  accident  be  deducted 
the  corrected  death  rate  was  12.74  1,000. 
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Analysis  of  Death  Rate 

The  following  details  will  be  found  in  Table  iii  appended 
to  this  report  : — 

Under  i j'ear,  lo  deaths  ; i and  under  2 years,  5 ; 2 and 
under  5 years,  3 ; 5 and  under  15  years,  i ; 15  and  under  25 

years,  i ; 25  and  under  45  years,  12  ; 45  and  under  65  years,  13  ; 
65  and  upwards,  23  deaths. 

The  deaths  from  zj'motic  disease  numbered  2 (as  in  last 
3'ear)  giving  a death  rate  of  0.4  per  rooo.  In  1912  Amble  had 
the  third  lowest  zj’^motic  death  rate  among  urban  districts  in 
Northumberland.  Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  caused 

4 deaths,  an  increase  of  2 deaths  over  1912  and  a death  rate  of 
0.8  per  1000.  Other  tuberculous  diseases  caused  3 deaths, 
making  a total  of  7 deaths  from  tuberculosis.  Cancer  claimed 

5 (2  more  than  in  1912),  a death  rate  of  i.o  per  1000.  Heart 
disease  caused  5 deaths,  whilst  respiratory  diseases  had  a death 
rate  of  1.6  per  1000. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  infantile  deaths  under  i year  numbered  10,  being  an 
increase  of  3 as  compared  with  1912,  and  giving  a death  rate  of 
68. 49  per  1000  births  registered.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1912, 
which  was  95.0.  Of  these  10  deaths,  3 were  due  to  bronchitis, 
I to  gastritis,  2 to  premature  birth,  and  4 to  congenital  debility. 
It  is  gratif5'ing  to  note  that  again  we  have  had  no  deaths  from 
epidemic  diarrhoea,  that  scourge  of  infant  life.  This  was  due 
to  fewer  flies  in  the  summer,  and  to  the  excellent  sanitary 
condition  of  the  township. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  80  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
an  increase  of  50  as  compared  with  last  year.  They  wmre  as 
follows  ; — 
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Diphtheria 3 Pulnionar}’  Tuberculosis 5 

Erysipelas 2 Other  forms  ofTuberculosis...  i 

Scarlet  Fever. ...69 

One  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a child  under  2 years 
of  age  and  proved  fatal,  the  other  two  were  of  average  type  and 
ran  a favourable  course.  In  all  the  cases  antitoxin  was  u.‘^ed. 
One  of  the  houses  was  in  a very  uncleanly  condition  due  to  the 
habits  of  the  occupiers,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  disease  ; the  other  houses  were  in  an  excell- 
ent sanitary  state  and  no  cause  could  be  discovered  for  the 
infection.  The  children  were  strictly  isolated  and  the  disease 
did  not  become  epidemic.  Diphtheria  was  common  through- 
out the  County,  and  Arable  had  the  fifth  lowest  rate  amongst 
Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts.  The  Erysipelas  was  of  a mild 
type. 

Scarlet  Fever,  as  the  above  figures  shew',  was  epidemic  in 
the  district.  Most  cases  occurred  in  April,  May,  November, 
and  December,  but  there  w'as  no  month  free  from  it.  Amble 
had  the  fifth  highest  rate  in  Northumberland,  viz  : — 13.96  per 
1000 ; the  average  rate  for  the  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts 
was  7.01. 

From  an  examination  of  Table  II  in  the  appendix,  it  will 
be  noted  that  72  per  cent  of  the  cases  were  among  children 
between  5 and  15  years,  the  school  attendance  age.  The  out- 
break was  not  confined  to  any  particular  quarter  of  the  town, 
but  was  general  throughout  the  district.  All  the  schools  were 
attacked  and  the  milk  supply  to  the  infected  houses  came  from 
one  or  other  of  all  the  dairies  supplying  the  town.  The  milk 
supply  was  carefully  investigated,  but  no  cases  of  the  disease 
could  be  attributed  to  it.  The  epidemic  was  fortunately  of  a 
mild  type,  only  one  death  (1.4  per  cent  of  the  cases)  resulting. 

All  the  houses  in  which  infectious  disease  occurred  were 
disinfected. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  during  February  and  March.  There 
were  a few  cases  of  measles  and  chicken  pox  throughout  the 


year. 
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Housing^  Accomodation. 

There  was  a svifficieticy  of  houses  for  the  needs  of  the 
population  during  1913.  No  houses  were  unoccupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  One  new  house  was  built  during  1913,  whilst 
several  were  in  course  of  erection. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
1910  (Article  5)  207  houses  were  inspected,  86  were  found  de- 
fective. Of  these,  76  were  remedied  on  notice  being  served, 
the  remainder  are  being  attended  to.  No  houses  were  reported 
to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  The  three  which 
were  reported  on  last  year  and  closed  by  their  owners,  have 
been  demolished.  They  have  not  been  rebuilt.  The  closing 
order,  mentioned  in  the  1912  report,  referring  to  a fourth  house, 
which  was  inoperative  at  the  end  of  1912,  had  the  effect  of 
having  the  property  overhauled  aud  put  in  order. 

During  the  3’ear,  1443  visits  of  inspection  were  made.  The 
character  and  sufficienc}'  of  houses  for  the  working  classes  has 
been  satisfactor\’.  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  and 
was  remedied. 

There  is  plenty  of  open  space  around  the  houses  and  all 
are  well  lighted. 

New  houses  are  supervised  during  their  erection  by  the 
survej'or,  who  sees  that  in  the  town  modern  sanitary  conven- 
iences are  included. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  urban  district  during  the  year 
was  of  the  usual  good  qualit}'.  In  spite  of  the  dryness  of  the 
summer,  there  was  no  shortage — the  supply  was  a constant 
suppl}'.  For  13  houses  new  connections  to  the  water  mains 
were  made.  The  water  was  analj'sed  during  the5^ear  (October) 
and  the  result,  as  compared  with  a previous  analysis  in  1909, 
is  as  follows  ; — 
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“Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

1913 

1909 

dried  at  212  F 

24.500 

22.960 

Chlorine  existing  as  Chlorides  ... 

1-539 

2-336 

Ammonia  ... 

0.012 

0.010 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.002 

0.003 

Nitrogen  existing  as  nitrates  ... 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at 

0 013 

0.003 

80  F ...  ...  not  determined 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 minutes  at 

ditto 

80  F 

0.014 

0.012 

Lead  and  other  poisonous  metals 

none 

none 

Hardness  before  boiling  ...  not  determined 

ditto 

Hardness  after  boiling 

ditto 

ditto 

Appearance  in  two  foot  tube  ...  brownish  turbidity 
Smell  when  heated  to  lOO  F ...  none  none 

Microscopical  examination  of 

sediment  ...  ...  satisfactory  satisfactory 

This  water  will  be  rather  hard,  though  not  to  an  objection- 
able extent.  Organically  it  is  a fairly  pure  water,  and  it  is  in 
our  opinion  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  domestic  use. 
The  sample  contained  in  suspension  nearly  a tenth  of  a grain 
per  gallon,  of  iron  hydroxide,  and  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely, 
this  to  which  the  turbidity  of  the  water  is  due.” 

Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supply  was  obtained,  as  in  former  years,  from 
dairies,  some  without,  some  within  the  urban  district.  There 
were  4 dairies,  4 cowsheds  and  i milk  shop  within  this  area, 
and  44  cows  were  kept.  Four  dairymen  and  i purveyor  of  milk 
were  on  the  register.  During  the  year  regular  inspections  (60) 
were  made.  The  milk  has  been  of  uniformly  good  quality  and 
quantity,  and  the  town  has  been  well  supplied  during  the  year. 
All  the  cowsheds  have  impervious  floors,  were  well  drained, 
lighted,  and  ventilated.  They  were  kept  clean  and  limewashed 
regularly  and  all  had  a good  water  supply. 
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Other  Foods 

The  food  suppl}’  of  the  town  has  been  of  an  uniformly  good 
qualit}'.  The  premises  where  food  was  prepared  and  sold  were 
tound  on  inspection  to  have  been  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 
No  prosecutions  took  place  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
No  unsound  meat  was  discovered. 

Bakehouses  and  Mineral  Water 
Manufactories. 

There  are  two  mineral  water  manufactories  and  one  bake- 
house in  the  town.  They  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
have  been  kept  in  a clean  and  healthy  condition. 

Slaughter  Mouses. 

There  were  five  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  three 
registered  and  two  licensed.  They  have  been  regularly  in- 
spected and  were  kept  in  a clean  and  sanitary  condition.  The 
question  of  a public  abattoir,  which  has  been  brought  forward 
in  previous  reports,  seems  to  be  in  a fair  way  of  settlement. 
The  urban  council  have  purchased  a property  of  4^-  acres 
(subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board)  lying 
adjacent  to  the  town  and  convenient  to  the  Radcliffe  and 
Broomhill  roads.  By  the  latter  road,  cattle,  etc.,  are  brought 
into  Amble  from  the  Ackliugton  mart.  If  the  scheme  should 
be  realised,  cattle  will  no  longer  be  driven  through  the  streets 
of  the  town  followed  b}'  a crow'd  of  noisy  children  and  causing 
timid  pedestrians  to  seek  shelter  from  particularly  obstreperous 
animals.  All  animals  will  be  driven  into  the  abattoir  grounds 
directlj-  from  the  Acklington  Road  and  so  will  not  pass  through 
the  town. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  water  carriage  system  of  sewerage  in  the  town  dis- 
charges its  sewage  by  a main  outfall  sewer  into  the  harbour 
and  by  a small  outfall  sewer  into  the  tidal  gut.  It  has  proved 
efneient  during  the  year.  One  sewer  was  taken  up  and  relaid 
and  a manhole  provided  for  examination  purposes. 


Nuisances 


During  the  5^ear  231  sanitary  defects  were  found,  for  which 
1 13  informal  notices  (inclusive)  were  served.  As  a result  206 
nuisances  were  abated. 

A Tabular  list  will  be  lound  in  the  appendix. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Scavenging. 

Forty-two  privies  were  in  the  town  and  eleven  in  the 
country.  Two  privy  middens  were  abolished  during  1913  and 
replaced  by  a water  closet  and  an  earth  closet.  Four  earth 
closets  were  replaced  by  the  same  number  of  water  closets. 
Oue  new  house  was  provided  with  an  earth  closet.  There  was 
therefore  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Fresh  Water  Closets  334 

Ash  Closets 442 

Privy  Middens  53 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  houses  reported 
in  1912  as  not  having  separate  sanitary  conveniences.  The 
scavenging  has  been  carried  out  as  usual  by  the  Council’s 
employees  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  The  excretal  and 
dry  refuse  is  removed  bi-weekly. 

Rivers  Pollution. 

The  insanitary  condition  of  the  Amble  Gut,  a tidal  gut 
emptying  into  the  river  Coquet,  which  has  been  pointed  out  in 
previous  reports,  still  remains  unabated. 

Lodging  Houses. 

One  lodging  house  is  registered  in  the  district.  It  has 
received  numerous  inspections  and  has  always  been  found  in  a 
clean  and  tidy  condition.  Cases  of  disease  were  notified  to  me 
and  none  were  found  to  have  been  of  an  infectious  nature. 

Schools. 

There  are  five  elementary  schools  in  the  urban  district. 
All  are  in  a sanitary  condition  with  an  efficient  supply  of  water. 
No  closure  was  required  during  the  year  for  infectious  disease. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

1.  — Work  of  Sanitary  Officials  : — 

{a)  The  Report  of  the  Surveyor  for  the  year  1913  is 
appended. 

{b)  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
year  1913  is  appended. 

2.  — Hospital  Administration  : — 

The  hospital  accommodation  in  Amble  consists  of  one 
isolation  hospital  situated  on  the  Links.  It  is  an  iron  build- 
ing and  has  four  beds.  It  was  erected  for  the  reception  of 
small  pox  patients.  The  hospital  was  not  required  during 
the  year.  It  was  in  good  condition  and  was  regularly 
inspected  and  aired. 

No  hospital  exists  for  other  infectious  diseases. 

3.  — Administratio7i  of  Local  or  Ge7ieral  Adoptive  Acts  : — 

The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  : — 
Private  Streets  Works  Act. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  Parts  I & III 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

No  local  Acts  have  been  adopted. 

The  Council  have  asked  permission  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  adopt  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  and  the  matter  was  under  consideration  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

4.  — Chemical  ajid  Bacteriological  Woih  : — 

In  cases  of  infectious  disease,  where  necessary,  prepar- 
ations are  examined  for  the  Council,  at  the  Durham  Uni- 
versity College  of  Medicine  Laboratory,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne  This  opportunity  is  afforded  to  all  the  doctors  in 
the  district. 
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The  following  bacteriological  examinations  were  made 


ng  1913 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

4 

12 

16 

Tuberculosis 

I 

2 

3 

Enteric  Fever  ...  — 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

17 

22 

Tuberculosis. 

During  1913  seven  deaths  ( 3 male,  4 female)  occurred  from 
tuburculosis  giving  a death  rate  of  1.4  per  1000,  as  compared 
with  a rate  of  1.2  per  1000  in  1912.  Four  of  these  were  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  giving  a phthisis  death  rate  of  0.80  per 
1000  as  compared  with  0.40  per  1000  last  year.  The  remaining 
three  deaths  were  from  tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  body. 
Two  of  the  deaths  were  of  cases  notified  the  previous  year. 

Six  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received,  5 pulmonary 
and  I other  form.  Of  the  pulmonary  type  2 were  males  and  3 
emales.  Visits  were  made  on  receipt  of  primarj’  notifications 
and  23  subsequent  visits  were  made.  In  four  of  the  cases, 
other  members  of  the  house  were  examined  for  unrecognised 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  no  arrangements  w'ere  in  force  at  the 
end  of  the  year  for  a systematic  examination  of  persons  assoc- 
iated with  notified  cases  of  the  disease. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  by  the  Council  to  such 
cases  as  desire  them,  and  after  any  death  from  phthisis,  or  the 
removal  of  the  infected  person,  the  house  is  disinfected  by  the 
Council’s  officials. 

Port  Sanitation. 

The  vessels  arriving  at  Warkworth  Harbour  were  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year. 


In  all,  283  ships  were  inspected  and  were  found  in  a 
sanitary  condition. 

No  infectious  disease  occurred  with  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  measles,  for  which  part  of  the  ship  was  disinfected. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Thirteen  factories  and  thirty-seven  workshops  were  on  the 
register  in  1913.  There  were  no  workplaces  and  no  outworkers. 
One  accident  was  reported,  of  a minor  nature,  but  no  breach 
of  the  Act  was  involved.  Thirteen  children  and  young  persons 
were  examined  during  the  year  and  none  were  rejected. 

Eighty  inspections  were  made  and  the  various  premises 
were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition.  No  written  notices 
were  required  and  no  prosecutions  were  instituted.  No 
nuisances  required  abatement  and  there  were  no  offences  under 
the  Factor}-  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  following  are  the  registered  workshops  ; — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ...  6 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  3 

Trades  such  as  Blacksmiths, 

Plumbers,  Joiners,  etc.  ...  27 


37 

Summary, 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I have  once  again  to  report  a 
satisfactor}-  condition  of  the  town  both  in  health  and  sanitation. 
The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  has  been  pract- 
icalh'  the  same  for  the  past  three  years,  but  the  addition  of  the 
transferable  deaths  has  tended  to  increase  the  rate^  The  in- 
fantile death  rate  is  dow-n  considerably  from  previous  years, 
and  this  is  the  most  gratifying  feature  of  my  report.  At  the 
present  time  when  each  European  country  of  importance  is 
anxiousl}-  scrutinising  the  ratio  between  its  births  and  deaths, 
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babies  are  an  important  national  asset.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
much  of  the  appalling  waste  of  infant  life  annually,  is  due  to 
the  improper  feeding  of  the  infant  in  the  first  six  months  of  its 
life.  I would  suggest  that  the  Council  should  have  leaflets 
printed  giving  plain,  intelligent  and  scientific  rules  for  the 
feeding  of  a baby.  These  could  be  supplied  to  the  mothers 
through  various  channels.  Even  if  one  infant  life  alone  was 
saved  thereb}'  each  year  it  would  amply  repay  the  trifling  cost 
incurred.  I would  ask  you  also  to  have  leaflets  printed  pointing 
out  the  necessary  precautions  which  ought  to  be  used  by  con- 
sumptives to  prevent  the  infection  of  persons  associated  with 
them. 

Three  recommendations  in  last  year’s  report  are  worth 
reviving.  (i)  The  provision  of  a small  accessory  reservoir  to 
facilitate  the  cleansing  of  the  main  reservoir.  (2)  The  purific- 
ation of  the  Gut  stream.  (3)  The  provision  of  a small  mortuary 
convenient  to  the  harbour. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for 
your  courtesy  towards  me  during  the  past  year. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  Burton,  your  Surveyor  and  In- 
spector of  Nuisances,  for  the  very  valuable  help  he  has  always 
so  willingly  afforded  me.  I must  also  thank  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  his  very  kind  assistance  and  adduce  through- 
out the  j'ear. 

Lastly,  gentlemen,  I wmuld  like  to  record  the  deep  sense 
of  personal  loss  which  I have  sustained  through  the  death  of 
your  late  surveyor,  Mr  William  Gibson.  By  his  death  the 
town  has  lost  an  able,  faithful,  and  untiring  servant. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


I AMBLE  DISTRICT 

Vita,]  Statistics  ()l  Whole  I)lstrlct  duriiijj^  li)13  and  previous  Years. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  4,883 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  1075 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4.542 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  1220. 


AMBLE  DISTRICT 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLE 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1913. 


To  J.  A.  LOUGHRIDGE,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dear  Sir, — I beg  to  present  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  AmbeE  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1913,  together  with  the  tabular  statements  required  by  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mousing. 

The  three  dwelling  houses  situate  in  Coquet  Srreet,  known 
as  the  Brickworks  Cottages,  which  were  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation  last  year  have  now  been  demolished  and  the 
sites  cleared;  no  other  buildings  have  been  erected  on  the  sites. 

The  two  houses  at  Moor  House  Farm  reported  last  year  as 
closed  are  being  used  for  farm  purposes,  and  Albert  House, 
regarding  which  a closing  order  was  made  last  year  has  been 
purchased,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  by  the  Amble  Urban  District  Council  together  with  the 
whole  of  the  Albert  House  Estate. 

Only  one  new  house  has  been  erected  and  occupied  during 
the  year  1913,  but  five  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection  ; two 
with  three  rooms  each,  two  with  four  rooms  each,  and  one  with 
five  rooms  and  bathroom. 

The  nineteen  houses  reported  as  being  unoccupied  at  the 
end  of  last  j^ear  are  now  all  occupied,  and  there  are  no  empty 
hauses  in  the  district. 


The  whole  of  the  unoccupied  houses  were  inspected  under 
Sec.  14  of  the  Act  of  1909,  and  were  put  into  a reasonable  state 
of  repair  before  being  re-occupied. 

Two  hundred  and  seven  houses  were  inspected  during  the 
j'ear,  eighty-six  of  which  were  found  to  be  structurally  defective 
and  io  seventy-six  of  these  the  necessary  repairs  and  improve- 
ments were  carried  out,  the  remaining  ten  were  in  the  hands 
of  Contractors. 


I'he  improvements  effected  were,  in  many  cases,  very 
expensive,  forty-six  houses  vvers  entirely  respouted  with  new 
eaves  gutters,  thirty-four  roofs  repaired,  seven  damp  gables  and 
walls  cemented,  and  twenty-three  new^  kitchen  ranges  and 
stoves  fixed 


The  nature  of  the  improvements  are  set  out  in  the  Tabular 
statement  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  and  remedied,  the 
family  moving  into  a larger  house. 

Notices. 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  informal  notices  were  served 
during  the  year,  ninety-six  of  which  were  complied  with.  No 
statutory  nottces  were  served. 

Nuisances. 


Two  hundred  and  six  nuisances  and  structural  defects  were 
remedied  during  the  year,  the  nature  of  these  are  set  out  in  the 
tabular  statements  hereto  appended. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 


Only  two  privy  middens  were  abolished  during  the  year, 
four  water  closets  were  substituted  for  ash  closets  and  including 
the  new  houses  erected,  the  conveniences  in  the  district  are 


as  under : — 


Water 

Closets 


Ash  Prives  Prives 

Closets  inside  town  outside  town 


1912  ...  329  444  44 

r9i3  334  442  42 


1 1 
1 1 


The  number  of  houses  without  separate  closet  accommod- 
ation is  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  the  only  improvement  to  record  is  that  two  water  closets 
have  been  substituted  for  ash  closets. 


The  greater  portion  of  the  three  roomed  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict which  are  built  on  the  flat  system  are  only  provided  wfith 
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one  convenience  for  two  tenants,  and  where  the  persons  occup}’- 
ing  number  from  six  to  seven  in  each  house,  a single  ash  closet 
can  scarcely  be  considered  sufficient  closet  accommodation. 

Notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  of  six  priv}'  midd- 
ens, and  in  two  cases  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Contractors 
and  is  to  be  proceeded  with  shortly,  and  the  others  are  expected 
to  be  abolished  at  an  early  date. 

A urinal  at  the  Dock  Hotel  has  been  pulled  to  the  ground 
and  entirely  reconstructed  after  notices  served  on  the  owners 
and  notices  to  provide  improved  conveniences  to  a public  hall 
were  served  on  the  owner,  and  the  work  was  proceeding  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  MOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  the  town  is  the  same 
as  last  year,  viz; — five,  three  of  these  are  registered  and  two 
are  licensed  for  twelve  months. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  inspections  were  made  and  the 
occupiers  were  found  to  exercise  every  care  with  respect  to  lime 
washing  and  cleansing. 

The  proposed  public  slaughter  houses  have  not  yet  been 

erected.  The  site  offered  to  the  Council  last  year  was  with- 
drawn and  the  Council  have  purchased,  subject  to  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Albert  House  Estate,  con- 
taining about  four  and  a half  acres  of  grass  and  garden  land, 
on  part  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  public  slaughter  houses 
and  utilise  the  existing  buildings  for  stables  and  depot  purposes. 

A Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  was  held  in  September 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  sanction  to  borrow  money  for  the 
various  purposes  had  not  been  granted. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Fift5’-six  inspections  of  the  tour  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
situate  within  the  district  were  made.  The  cowsheds  and  Dairies 
are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition  and  all  are  provided  with  a 
plentiful  supply  of  water  from  the  town  mains. 

Dnring  the  year  one  cowkeeper  at  Hope  House  Small  Hold- 
ings has  commenced  sending  milk  to  Ashington,  the  milk  being 
conveyed  in  sealed  cans  by  road. 

Eactories  and  ^Vorkshops. 

Eight}'  inspections  of  the  thirteen  factories  and  thirty-seven 
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workshops  have  been  made. 

No  new  workshops  or  factories  have  been  commenced. 
New  conveniences  were  provided  to  one  workshop  and  the  walls 
of  another  were  pointed  with  cement,  thus  putting  the  walls  in 
a better  condition  for  cleansing  and  limewashing. 

Common  Lodging  Mouse. 

Fortv-three  inspections  of  the  one  Common  Lodging  House 
in  the  district  were  made.  No  overcrowding  or  contraventions 
of  bve-laws  has  taken  place,  and  strict  cleanliness  has  at  all 
times  been  observed. 

The  house  is  registered  to  accommodate  thirt>  - eight 
persons. 

Shipping. 

'I'lie  number  of  vessels  inspected  during  the  year  was  two 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  eighty-eight  of  which  were  foreign 
vessels  from  foreign  poits,  forty-four  were  foreign  vessels  from 
British  ports.  Sixty-one  were  British  vessels  from  foreign  ports, 
and  ninety  were  British  vessels  from  British  ports. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  forrnd  among  the  crews 
and  all  cases  of  illness  were  medicall}'  attended 

The  forecastle  of  one  British  vessel  was  disinfected  as  a 
precautionary  measure  owing  to  a severe  case  of  measles. 

Disinfection. 

Forty-four  houses  have  been  disinfected  in  consequence  of 
cases  of  notifiable  disease  and  infected  bedding  from  two  houses 
were  destroj'ed  by  burning. 

Thirty-six  of  these  houses  were  fumigated  with  formalin 
lamps  owing  to  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  five  owing  to  tuberculosis, 
two  owing  to  diptheria,  and  one  owing  to  puerperal  fever. 
Two  schools  were  also  fumigated  and  the  forecastle  of  a British 
vessel  was  disinfected. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  through- 
out the  year  and  although  the  summer  and  atrtumn  have  been 
exceptionally  free  from  rainfall,  no  shortage  of  water  for  dom- 
estic and  trade  purposes  has  been  experienced.  During  the 
year  the  water  has  been  analysed  on  two  occasions,  resulting  in 
a satisfactory  certificate  of  fitness  for  domestic  use. 

The  water  mains  have  been  exterrded  in  Northumbria 
Terrace  for  four  houses  in  course  of  erection,  and  new'  connect- 
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ions  to  the  town  mains  have  been  made  for  thirteen  houses, 
two  public  standpipes  thereby  being  abolished. 

Sewers. 

The  sewerage  sj'stem  of  the  town  has  been  quite  equal  to 
the  requirements  with  the  exception  of  some  slight  flooding  in 
Ladbrooke  Street  and  Middleton  Street,  owing  to  the  sewers 
becoming  overcharged  during  a heavy  rainstorm.  The  sewer 
from  the  Coastguard  Station  which  had  occasionally  blocked, 
was  taken  up  and  relaid  to  a more  even  gradient  and  more 
direct  line  and  a manhole  formed  for  more  efficient  examinat- 
ion. The  action  of  the  sewer  is  now  satisfactory  and  self- 
cleansing. 

Scavenging. 

The  whole  of  the  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  own  workmen  who  make  bi-weekly  collections 
of  all  house  refuse. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  on  the  braid  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  town  and  is  covered  up  with  road  sweepings  and  soil 
as  the  filling  up  proceeds,  seeds  are  then  scatteded  over  the 
soil  and  year  by  j-ear  a larger  area  of  the  tip  is  covered  with 
grass. 

Hire  Brigade. 

The  Fire  Brigade  have  been  called  out  on  one  occasion 
only  during  the  year.  The  fire  occurred  in  a warehouse  in 
Blackwood  Street  and  the  warehouse  was  completely  destroyed 
but  fortunately  the  fire  was  prevented  from  reaching  the 
dwelling  houses  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

High-ways  arid  Streets. 

All  necessary-  repairs  to  the  highways  and  streets  have 
been  carried  out  but  no  road  metal  has  been  rolled  in  during 
the  j-ear. 

The  Council  have  entered  into  a Contract  for  the  repaving 
of  Byron  Street  Back  Lane  and  End  Lane  and  the  work  is 
proceeding. 

Public  Lrightirig. 

The  whole  of  the  towm  streets  are  lighted  by  means  ot 
Falcon  Inverted  Gas  Lamps.  New  gas  mains  have  been  laid 
in  Queen  Street  and  Edwin  Street,  thus  giving  a better  supply 
of  gas  for  public  and  private  lighting. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.M.  BURTON. 
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NOTES. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 

Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  V. 


Name  of 
District. 

AMBLE 

(Urban). 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses 
Inspected 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which 
on  Inspection,  considered! 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

No.  of  representations  made  to 
local  authority  with  a view  to 
closing  orders  being  made 

No.  of  Orders  made  oO 

oS 

W HH 

No.  of  Houses  vac-  2 

ated  at  end  of  each  ^ 

year  in  consequence 

No.  of  Dwellings  in  which 
defects  remedied  without 
closing  orders  being  made 

No.  of  Dwellings  put  into  fit 

state  for  human  habitation 

after  closing  orders  made 

GENERAL 

CHARACTER 

OF 

DEFECTS 

FOUND 

REMARKS 

207 

0 

0 

0 

0 

76 

0 

(As  Under) 

Three  houses  closed 
in  1912, 

were  demolished  in 

1913. 

WORK  EFFECTED. 


NATURE  OF 
WORK 
EFFECTED 

New  Fireplaces. 

New  Wood 
Floors  Laid 

Wood  Floors 
Repaired  and 
Ventilated 

Walls 

Re-plastered 

Roofs 

Repaired 

Fixed  Windows 
to  Movable 
Windows 

New 

Stairs 

Fixed 

Totalsj 

No.  of  Houses 

23 

5 

1 

7 

34 

5 

1 

76 

Houses  disinfected 
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